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"You can't imagine what I had to go through before 1
came to this terrible decision, which I hau* made, however,
with a clear conscience. There was nothing ior it except to
make the Sign of the Cross, and to agree to what the people
were demanding. My one consolation is that this is the will
of God, and that my action will take my clear Russia out of
the intolerable chaos in which it has been for nearly a year."

The Czar gave his people too little, or too much, The
Universities and the young people were of various shades
of red, from Menshevik pink to the scarlet of Bakunin,
The army and the landlords, on the other hand, hoped
that the Duma would put things right: Russia is chiefly
agricultural, and if the peasants had been fairly dealt
with, the Revolution would not have occurred when it
did, if at all. But a fair deal for the peasants would have
required a strong Czary or wise counsellors. The aristo-
crats at Court were disgusted with Rasputin, and felt that
it was hopeless to expect the hen-pecked Emperor to free
himself from the influences which were bringing the
country to ruin.

Yet in Russia individual talent and material circum-
stances were ready for the hand of a reformer, and might
have made her prosperous, It is an error to suppose that
she was industrially backward in 1914; 'her industries
were indeed new, and undeveloped, but their equipment
was more modem than that of France, and belter organ-
ized.* She had a big iron and steel industry. In the
eighteenth century she produced more metal than France,
and the steels of the Urals were then among the best in
the world. In 1870 the annual production of iron ore
was 312,000 tons; in 1880, 384,000 tons; in 1890, 778,000
tons; in 1900, 2,630,000 tons; an Increase for each decade
of 23, 103, and 238 per cent respectively, in the next
decade the production remained stationary, but between

* Statistics which follow are epitomized from JVOJLSVY, tellc
qu'clle tstf by Yvon. GalUmard, Fans, 1938,